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NOTICE. 
Proposals for a Corrected Translation of the Bible. 


These proposals, issued in our No. 46, have excited much 
interest, and we have therefore republished them in a separate 
form, praying our readers to circulate them with a view to 
assist the undertaking, and to obtain the names of subscribers, 
to be transmitted to the ‘‘ Office of the Anglo-Jewish Press, 
27, Camomile-street, London.” 


THE HOLY LAND AND THE ANGLICAN CHURCH. 
(Concluded. ) 

The following observations were promised in our last number, 
under this title, which otherwise would be scarcely applicable ; 
for in striking contrast with the ostentatious, superficial, and any 
thing but legitimate proceedings of this section of the Gentile 
world, stands the steady and legitimate, and though slow, 
yet safe, activity displayed by Israel in the land of their own 
inheritance, The electric shock, proceeding from Damascus, 
served to rouse thousands of Jews trom the slumber into which 
many circumstances of modern times had lulled them; and 
since then, a series of movements have taken place among our 
people, of the results of which, partly because they are so recent, 
partly because of our own close connection therewith, we may not 
venture to attempt an estimate. What we seeas yet, are slender 
beginnings; the important results ultimately to grow out, must 
be confided to Providence. These beginnings, manifest them- 
selves in a twofold light,—as tending to improve the eastern 
Jews mentally, and also physically. 

We had occasion some time since to make allusion to the 
Montefiore press, then recently sent to Jerusalem, and to in- 
dulge in the anticipations of mental progress likely to result 
therefrom. We have now before us, by way of pleasing proof 
that these anticipations were well founded, an almanac tor the 
next year (A.M. 5604) ; an issue from that press, giving indica- 
tions that there is a safe influence at work there, and certainly 
hot exhibiting those superstitious and one-sided views with 
which our eastern brethren are 80 frequently reproached. Al- 
manacs, as being among the most popular of sabiloatings have 
frequently been, and indeed still are, used as vehicles whereby 
much of superstition and absurdity is conveyed to common 
minds. It is the extent to which the mischief has been per- 
mitted to spread, which brings into striking contrast the few 
pretatory lines of this Jerusalem almanac,—warning the reader 
na to expect any of those vain and empty predictions common 
re xe publications ; inasmuch, that those who write them are 
ea ngpeae' of their falsehood, and laugh at their dupes ;—and 

insight into futurity being proper only to a 
phet, it is contrary to our religion to encourage such follies, 
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&c.—These sound and enlightened views, will derive still fur- 
ther support by means of the schools which have been recently 
so liberally contributed for. But no permanent improvement 
can be expected, while the popular mind is constantly disqui- 
eted by apprehensions lest individual caprice or prejudice 
should disturb the peace of the community. It was Jewish 
influence, which obtained the Imperial Firman, promising 
and enjoining equal protection to the Jewish inhabitants of the 
Hloly Land; and as, moreover, the mind is by no means pre- 
pared to receive the desired impressions, while subjected to the 
distractions of urgent physical evils, Jewish influence has once 
more been set to work ;—a Jewish dispensary is meanwhile 
opened at Jerusalem, a Jewish physician has likewise been sent 
thither, and efforts are even now being made for the establish- 
ment of a Jewish hospital for the patients. All these can only 
be regarded as a beginning, as the earlier manifestations of a 
renewed and increasing desire on the part of our people—to pro- 
mote the well-being of their Palestine brethren, It 1s no longer 
satisfactory to our continental contemporaries, to be sending 
thither their periodical gatherings for the temporary and inade- 
quate alleviation of mere pauperism; they are already throwing 
out hints for other and nobler aims,—which we only refrain 
from dilating upon, because we hold them for the present to be 
premature, Fe 3 suited more naturally and practically to fol- 
low the realization of those objects already before the Jewish 


world. To revert once more to the Anglican Church :—the’ 


present system of its interference with Palestine must, in regard 
to Israel, prove worse than abortive; but let its pious and 
well-meaning members assist, and not thwart, our own endea- 
vours, and their sympathy will be accounted ‘‘a blessing, and 
not a curse.” 

Confessions of a Pseudo-Convert at Jerusalem.—The ex- 
tracts, given in our last number, from this man’s statement, were 
merely offered incidentally to the arguments which preceded 
them; and as illustrative of the sort of characters which the 
conversion system detaches from us ;—as we said in the similar 
case of one /Volff, (in No. 9.) ‘* we are neither his sponsor nor 
his apologist.” Unhappily, no religious denomination can be 
secure against the contamination of worthless men; and our 
own has not even the right to refuse readmission to 5, py 
who profess penitence and submit to discipline. Were it 
otherwise, we would willingly make a present of Abraham 


Nissan to those who have tampered with him; for though it 


will always be impossible to determine how much or how little 
reliance is to be placed in the statements of a self-convicted 
hypocrite, there is a generally prevailing belief, that such men 
are most likely to abjure Judaism for Christianity, as can make 
a trade of their new profession. 
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Tur Necessity ror SpirituAL GUIDANCE. 
A DISSERTATION ON THE PORTION pmj5 


Commencing Numngrs xxv. 10. | 


“‘ And Moses spake untothe Lord, saying, Let the Lord, the God of th 
spirits of all flesh, set a man over the congregation, which may go out be- 
fore them, and which may go in befure them, and which may lead them 
out, and which may lead them in; that the congregation of the Lord 
be not as sheep which have no shepherd. And the Lord said unto 
Moses, take thee Joshua, the son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, 
and lay thine hand upon him: and set him before Eleazar the priest, 
and before all the congregation, and give him a charge in their sight. 
And thou shalt put some of thine honour upon hjm, that all the con- 
gregation of the children of Israel may be obedient ... And Moses 
did as the Lord commanded him: and he took Joshua and set him before 
Eleazar the priest, and before all the congregation: and he laid his hands 


upon him, and gave him a charge, as the Lord commanded by the hand of 
Moses.’’—Numbers xxvii. 18—23. 


There are certain traits in the character of individuals not 
less striking than those of the countenance, impressing at once 
on our mind the liveliest picture of the owner. Such a feature, 
in the character of Moses, is perceptible in the passage just 
quoted. Contrary to the practice of little minded persons, who, 
jealous of their authority, and afraid lest disparaging compari- 
sons might be instituted, or attention drawn to their successors, 
abstain, as much as possible, from singling them out, and still 
more from conferring any authority upon them; Moses is no 
sooner informed of the irrevocability of the decree pronounced 
against him, than he entreats the Almighty to appoint his suc- 
cessor. ‘Thus does Moses prove himself worthy of the great 
trust reposed in him, inasmuch that his anxious care for the 


congregation extends even beyond the period permitted to his 


ewe superintendence. The aged leader thus imprints upon 
is character the stamp of genuine greatness: and this, his last 
effort for Israel, forms a worthy conclusion to that series of ser- 
vices performed for his people during a long and laborious life. 
Without this precaution, his great work, so far as he was con- 
cerned, would not have been accomplished; the noble structure 
raised by him, wanting the keystone, might soon have fallen. 
The stately vessel which he had*been permitted to build would 
have wanted a pilot, and, humanly considered, must necessarily 
have been wrecked. Short, though emphatic, as Scripture is, 
in exposing the consequences arising from the absence of a 
leader, those evils, and the benefit conferred by 
fose3 in averting them, claim a closer consideration than at 
first sight may appear necessary. Let us then suppose for a 
moment, and merely forthe purpose of illustration, that the ap- 
cmap ¥ of a successor had not taken place, and Israel had 
been left without a constituted authority. 
It is probable, that, having been accustomed for so many 
yoors to submit to the guidance of authority, and constantly 
ept together by the attractive force proceeding from a centre, 
the Israelites would be alive to the advantages consequent upon 
this keeping together, and determined of themselves, on the 
death of Moses, to select another head. But as such an 
election would necessarily be attended with various difficulties, 
lying in the very nature of such a step, (the removal of which 
difficulties would require some time, ) it is reasonable to conclude 
that, meanwhile, the vis inerti@, which had at first aided the 
movement, would, ere long, become an opposite tendency; so 
proving in the sequel that, although the primitive impulse im- 
arted to the Bon oo had carried it onwards without perceptible 
ifference, even after the death of the immediate agent, the 
earlier zeal and anxiety to secure fresh impulses had gradually 
abated, and the national movements to that end having naturally 
become more dilatory, it would at last appear—that the passive- 
ness and coldness of the Israelites had increased even beyond 
the ratio of the time elapsed since the demise of their guide ! 
It isa characteristic of the mass, not to be concerned for the 
future, but rather to be satisfied with a provision forthe moment, 
and with the removal of the obstacle over which it then stumbles ; 
so that, while all goes on smoothly, the mass is not to be roused 
from its comfortable state of apathy. But as every great question 
as to the what and how, begets a difference of opirion ; so likewise 
in the case supposed, the Israelites, (without a Joshua,) would 
inevitably have formed different and conflicting opinions; and 
arguments would be advanced which would, in time, be adopted 
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by separate parties, just as they squared with their conception 


or their convenience. Let us consider three distinct partic, 
thus formed: One, seeing in the conduct of their deceased guid. 


the only fit model for a tuture chief, would elect no other thay 


such as promised to tread implicitly in the track of his prede. 
cessor; not deviating therefrom either to the right or to the left 
As our deceased guide (say they) was divinely inspired ; as each, 
of his steps was directed by the wisdom of the Supreme, the 
best course for his successor, is to follow those exalted prece. 
dents in all cases; for, whatever be the momentary consequence 
it cannot ultimately prove other than beneficial. If this prin. 
ciple be not constantly followed out (this party would urge), js 
views are allowed to be entertained different from those which 
actuated Moses, then would the congregation of the Lord pos. 
sess no security; then, under varivus pretences, each chief 
would set up his own peculiar views, formed upon his own tem. 
per, passions, and convenience, in relation to what is called the 
spirit of the age (say rather its transitory fashion), in place of 
the genuine, imperishable, and immutable ordinances of the 
Supreme, 

In opposition to this party, another would maintain—that we 
must carefully distinguish a principle from the form in which jt 
presents itself; that whilst that remains unaltered, this may, nay 
must, change according to circumstances; even as the human 
spirit is identical through all the periods of life, notwithstanding 
that its covering at its first appearance in the world is so widely 
different from that which it assumes in the various stages of in. 
dividual existence. This party would contend—* that the letter 
deadens, whilst the spirit enlivens ;’—that each age has its own 
conceptions and notions, through the medium of which it views 
and judges all things ;—and that when our actions are not har- 
monised with these notions, they clash with them, and fail of 
their proper end. Again (they say), that to allow ourselves to be 
guided by notions of the past, instead of those of the present, 
is to entrust our guidance to the dead, instead of to the living; 
—therefore, a constant, running, and accommodating interpre- 
tation of the law is requisite, and, therefore, only such a man 
can be elected as a guide, who, knowing the wants both of the 
present and of the past, has likewise the will to harmonize them. 

Whilst this contest would be maintained, a third party would 
spring into life; and, though at first small, it would gradually 
increase, and even become numerous, in proportion as a new 
generation would grow up, which} unacquainted with the ad- 
vantages derivable from spiritual guidance, and trained amid 
that looseness of manners and laxity of observance necessarily 
attending the absence of such guidance, would even contend 
—there is no longer occasion for it;—it would be folly 
to deprive ourselves of that happy liberty now enjoyed in all 
things, and to subject ourselves to the control of arbitrary, 
and perhaps inflexible, decisions of an authority which would 
at least lay restraint upon us :—and that as we had gone on 80 
far without authority, we might continue without prejudice t 
dispense with it. : 

he three parties thus sketched, would continually thwart and 
Oppose each other; and as no contest on a serious question cal 
be carried on for any length of time without exciting passions, 
those who at first were adherents to particular views, would at 
last become partisans ;—abstract arguments would soon degene- 
rate ihto personalities ;—{from words the partisans would pro- 
ceed to actions ;—and thus would the. truth be obscured or pe 


, Ver ted,—for even truth is not constant, seen through the staine 


glass of passion. 
Thus the question, becoming still more and more col 
plicated, at length is found almost irresolvable. Meanwhile, the 
primitive power imparted to the machine through the impulse 
given to it by the prime mover, is, though insensibly, yet Pf 
gressively diminished, by the resistance of obstacles which a 
in the very nature of its movement. The hand of time, 00, 
performs its work: here something is decayed, there @ porte” 
injured; and though such be of trifling importance, yet thelr 
frequency and multiplicity must inevitably affect the secur’) 
of the whole. The engine, it is evident, cannot maintain a 
course, unless something be done. For one defect, that expe 
dient is devised; for this another; and so again and again, uP 
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til, dissatisfied with such paltering, sensible that a thorough re- 
ircan only be expected from a skilful master, and concludin 
that some particular party will not allow such a one to be called 
in, its opponents will determine to separate from the main 
body, trusting to themselves, and seeking to construct an engine 


of their own. Others, expecting that at this rate the engine | document, we extract the following string of facts, related, as 


must eventually go to decay, separate themselves entirely, | 


seeking a union with strangers, who court their co-operation. 
Meanwhile, there occurs a sudden emergency, which requires 
the full speed of the engine.—But it can hardly move; the 
slightest stretch of power threatens an explosion! Now do its 
defects become palpable to the meanest capacity. ‘It is a 
hopeless case,” say thousands unacquainted with the great re- 
sources still available. A general dismay seizes anxious minds ; 
and desertions begin on all sides. Taught by sad experience, 
all parties would now readily concur in electing a chief, who, 
though too late to remedy past evils, might still be in time to 
revent future ones. 

Let it not be supposed that this picture is a fictitious one— 
painted with colors taken rather from a wild and gloomy fancy, 
than from stern reality; for when, after the death of Joshua, 
Israel for some centuries neglected to institute a central autho- 
rity, the history of our people proves how sad and certain were 
the consequences,—even as we have sketched them; so that, but 
for direct interpositions of Providence, all those calamities would 


have been more than realised. Thus we read, in Judges ii. 7. 
“ And the people served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days 
of the Elders who lived long after Joshua, who had seen the great work 
of the Lord which he had performed for Israel. And Joshua, the sun of 
Nun, servant of the Lord, died and also all that generation were 
gathered unto their fathers; and there arose another generation after them 
which knew not the Lord, nor yet the works which He had performed 
for Israel. And the children of Israel did evil in the eyes of the Lord; 
and they worshipped the Baalim, and they forsook the Lord .°. .” 


The same book, after having related the errors and the 
misfortunes of Israel,—all traceable to the want of an established, 
well regulated, and effective central authority,—concludes with 
the narrative of atrocious deeds, manifesting how a great 
om of the nation had sunk to a very low ebb of depravity, and 
how the national bonds had been loosened; and further, as 
if anxious to point out more clearly the cause of this decay, and 
to preclude any chance of its being misconceived, the narrator, 
immediately after having related the facts contained in the last 
chapters of this book, terminates with the words—‘‘ Jn those 
days there was no King in Israel; every one did what was 
right in his orn eyes.” 

Having now, as we believe, sufficiently shewn what might 
have been the consequences had Moses neglected to appoint a 
successor to guide Israel, we think that the greatness of the 
service thus rendered to the people is clear, Let us then return 
to the point whence we proceeded, in order to deduce a useful 
lesson from the passage under review. The request of Moses 
to the Almighty, and the grant of it on the part of the Supreme, 
form a precedent, and one, too, of the highest order, which it 

hoves every congregation of the Lord in similar circumstances 
to follow. Moses himself declares, that without a guide, his 
people would be “like a flock without a shepherd ;” as a matter 
of course, constantly going astray, and at last becoming an easy 
prey to rapacious beasts. And, indeed, when we consider the 
solemn and emphatic manner in which this appointment was 
requested, and permitted ;—when we reflect on the immense 
injury to the highest interests of Israel conseqnent on negligence 
in this particular, we cannot but be deeply impressed with the 
awful responsibility of any portion of Israel, which,—with such 
precedents clearly before them, and despite the melan- 
choly alternative easily to be foreseen,—yet do not seek, with 
good faith and becoming zeal, to provide an authoritative 
guidance for the willing people. It is against such neglect that 
the prophet declared— 

“‘ And they were scattered because of there being no shepherd ; and they 

€came meat to all the beasts of the field, when they were scattered. M 
sheep wandered through all the mountains . . . and none did searc 
or seek after them. Therefore ye shepherds hear ye the word of the Lord. 
As I live, saith the Lord God, surely because my flock became a prey, 
and my flock became meat to onary beast of the field, because there was 


ho shepherd . . behold I am against the shepherds, and I will 
require my flock at their hand. . . —{ Ezek. xxxiv.) 
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FRUITS OF UNAUTHORIZED “ REFORMS.” 


We have received a pamphlet from the committee of the con- 
gregation, Beth Elohim, of Charleston, South Carolina, contain- 
ing the return by affidavit to a rule of court, “ for an information 
of guo warranto.”” From the 34 pages of this highly interesting 


nearly as possible, in the language of the affidavit. 

Previous to the year 1791, a Jewish congregation had been 
established in Charleston, and a Synagogue built, in which 
were observed “ the forms of worship and service,”’ known as 
‘* Minhag Sephardim,” embracing “ the Mosaic and Rabbini- 
cal institutions and ceremonies, as handed down by the writings 
and traditions of their nation from the earliest periods.” In 
1791, they were incorporated by charter, with “* power to make 
rules and bye-laws for civil government, leaving their religious 
faith and observances to be settled by the usages which had 
obtained in the congregation - - - oar 


‘‘ About the year 1825, some of the members of the Synagogue were 
seized with the spirit of innovation. A scheme was organized on their part 
to change some of the established usages of the Synagogue, and a petition 
was presented to that effect to the Trustees, in whom was then vested the 
regulation of the Corporation. These officers adhering (as they felt bound 
to do,) to the institutions handed down to them from their forefathers, re- 
sisted the effort, in consequence of which many of these Reformers as they 
styled themselves, abandoned the Synagogue and formed themselves into 
a Society called the Reformed Society of Israelites. They published a 
document, in which was avowed the determination to discard what they 
termed, “‘ the idle comments of the Rabbins ;’’ to abolish the offerings 
which they termed “ profane,”’ and the Spanish and Portuguese Rites of 
the Church, which they called “an imsult ;”’ and to bring all Religious 
Faith to the test of human philosophy, declaring such Faith to be only 
“the result of rational demonstration.”” They commenced their scheme 
of this Religion of Reason, by denonncing and abandoning many of the 
usages which had prevailed among the Jews, since the days of the great 
Synagogue. Proceeding step by step, they actually changed the creeds of 
the Jewish people; and ina Ritual published by their authority in 1825, 
set forth another form of Creed, in which they left out three of the funda- 
mental Articles of Faith, which set forth the belief of the Nation in the 
Divine Revelation of the Scriptures; the promise and expectation of the 
Messiah; and the Resurrection of the Dead. Finding that their views 
were condemned by the majority of the Congregation, they separated 
from them and opened a place of worship for themselves, to be conducted 
according to the Ritual which they had established as aforesaid. Thus 
left to themselves, they soon shared the fate of all similar attempts, and 
after languishing through a few years of sickly existence, the new Congre- 
gation finally became extinct, and its members found that instead of re- 
forming public worship, and thereby promoting the cause of Religion, they’ 
were left without any form of public worship whatever. A few of the 
members, convineed of their error, returned to the old Congregation, but 
many of them, including some of the leaders of the innovation now at- 
tempted, remained out of the Congregation, participating in none of the 
Rites of Religion, until the recent event, about to be related gave them 
new hopes of executing their projects.” 


In 1836, the constitution was revised, and laws were enacted 


to withhold the power from any Parnass or administration, to — 


introduce any alteration in the mode of worship, except speci- 
fied in the constitution; and further to prevent a combination 
of their own members from erecting another synagogue within 
five miles, or joining any society in which innovations should 
be adopted. A Hazan, or Minister, having to be elected under 
this constitution, (which required a probation of two years, 
previous to an election for life,) Mr. oznanski, then Shochet 
in New York, was selected, and finally elected on the faith of his 
orthodox professions and habits of life. The synagogue having 
been destroyed by fire in 1838, a new one was built and conse- 
erated in 1840. Meanwhile, a desire was expressed that an organ 
should be built for the new synagogue, and several former 
members of the then dissolved « Reformed Society of Israel- 
ites,” rejoined the congregation, (after standing aloof fifteen 
years,) in order to assist in securing the organ. In this move- 
ment they were countenanced and assisted by the Hazan, to the 

reat surprise and discomfiture of his orthodox friends, who 
held that its use was incompatible with a due observance of the 
sabbath. Much excitement prevailed, and the Board of Trus- 
tees, the administrative body, though opposed to the measure, 
was défeated by an organized party obtaining the election 
of several new. members in the interest of innovation; such 
trustees *‘ not feeling warranted in refusing admission into the 
congregation, of any member of the family of Israel not under 
religious disabilities.” The organ was introduced, by a 
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majority of 46 to 40, notwithstanding that the Trustees, as well 
as the chairman of the meeting, had decided that the question 
was one affecting the constitution, and therefore requiring a 
majority of three fourths. 


“ Dispirited by so many untoward circumstances, and perceiving that 
neither respect for the Constitution nor for the religious conviction of their 
brethren, nor for the usages of ages, had restrained the innovators, these 
defendants felt satisfied that they must decide between a resort to resis- 
tance, or a withdrawal from the Congregation. To resist by any act of 
violence, they regarded as entirely out of the question. Au appeal to the 
law was met by the repugnance which every religious denomination, and 
more particularly the Jews, would naturally feel to a controversy before 
Civil Tribunals, and they were, therefore, induced to take the other alter- 
native of withdrawing from the Congregation. These defendants, more- 
over, deemed this the best course to be pursued because they were per- 
suaded, that if the Organ was (as they believed) but the commencement 
of innovation, by allowing free scope to the innovators to develope their 
plans, the eyes of the well-meaning part of the Congregation would be 
sooner opened. If, on the other hand, these Defendants were mistaken, 
then by diminishing the occasions of party conflict with their opponents, 
dissension would loose its virulence, and a reunion might more easily 
be effected, whenever a better feeling should prevail in the Congregation. 

And these defendants further say, that as soon as they retired from the 
Synagogue, the relators at once procecded to consummate their designs. 
The Constitution of 1836, which stood in their way, was supplanted by 
another Constitution which took effect in November 1840, and whic 
these Defendants aver was contrived for the express purpose of enabling 
the relators to exclude these Defendants from the Synagogue and to over- 
turn the existing Ceremonial and Institutions. In order to acquire a 
majority in the Board of Trustees, the number was increased to seven, 
and as a fair indication of what was to be expected, they elected as one 
of the additonal Trustees, one of the relators, who had belonged to the 
Reformed Society of Israelites, and after more than 15 years of absence 
from Divine Worship in the Synagogue, was only admitted a Yehid as 


late as October 1840, just in time to assist in concocting and passing the 
new Constitution.” 


Then follows a sketch of the new constitution, with its 
designs to exclude the orthodox Jews, not only from the rights 
and immunities of membership, but even ‘‘ excluding from the 
common burial ground of the family of Israel, those who dif- 
fered from them in conscientious conviction.” The following 
is the second article of this new constitution. 


“* The Board of Trustees shall have the entire regulation of all the civil 
and religious concerns of the Congregation, including divine service.’ ”’ 

“These defendants aver, that this alteration embodies an innovation 
beyond any precedent in religious history ; and is more especially sub- 
versive of the Jewish Faith and Ceremonies, inasmuch as it places a ritual 
avowedly revealed and commanded by God to the whole Jewish Nation, 
at the absolute disposal of a civil and corporate body, representing but a 
mere fraction of the nation. These defendants aver that this amend- 
ment is part and parcel of the plan deliberately formed by the relators, 
permanently to exclude these defendants from the Synagogue, and to 
give them entire control over the religion of the Congregation, and thereby 
to — them to change at pleasure the rites and customs of the Jewish 
worship. 

“And these defendants further say, that through all these appliances the 
progress of innovation was soon made so apparent to many of the Yehi- 
dim who remained in the Congregation, as to cause them to hesitate in 
their course. On the 2]st Feb. 1841, the 13 Articles of the Creed, which 
are received by the whole body of the Jewish people, and which had al- 
ways been avowed and maintained by this Congregation, were altered on 
the Tablets of the Church, so as entirely to change the meaning of essen- 
tial particulars. Forms of prayer, which had always been used, were 
altered—the language in which the hymns were sung, was changed, and 
portions of the service were cut off and altered. Indeed so many and fre- 
— had now became these transitions, that the body of the Reformers 
themselves became alarmed, and a meeting of the Congregation was called 
by the President, at the request of 28 Yehidim, to take measures for arrest- 
ing the progress of innovation, and endeavoring to recover back some of 
the ground which had been lost. The following is a copy of the minutes 

* 


of this meeting. bd ” 

The effect of them is to deprive the Trustees of the power 
to make further changes, except approved by a majority of the 
people ; but the minutes shew, that advantage was taken of the 
opportunity by “* unlawful” means, and “in bad faith,” to 
‘* guarantee the permanent aid of instrumental music,” declarin 
it then to be a constitutional provision, not to be vested 
without the consent of three fourths ! 


“ These defendants further say, that all these circumstances, together 
with many others not herein detailed, had satisfied many of the Yehidim 
then belonging to the Congregation, that they had erred in admitting the 


‘innovations of 1840. That from time to time suggestions were made to 


these defendants that they ought to return and assist in stopping the 
progress of the tide. That these defendants were not satisfied, however, 
that their presence would be of.any avail, and that it was not until they 
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entertained, and were arranging a project of erecting another 
that the conservative portion of the Yehidim were brought to realize their 
precise situation, and feel the necessity of prompt action. That about this 
time a vacancy occurred in the Board of Trustees, and the OPPosition to 
further innovation had now become so strong among the Yehidim that 
Mr. Abraham Tobias was elected a Trustee, for the avowed object of re. 
venting further innovation ; and at the first meeting of the Board, at which 
he attended, to wit, Feb. 20, 1842, he declared his determination to that 
effect. 

“ And these defendants further say, that on the 20th March, 1849 the 
following circular was received from Dr. Solomon Hirschel, Chief Rab} 
of the Jews of England, and the Ecclesiastic Court, &c.”"—- 


Here follow the documents published in our own No, 10. 
They were received, by vote of a majority of the Trustees, and 
notice was given in the synagogue that they might be consulted 
in the hands of the Secretary. | 

“And these defendants aver, that notwithstanding the pledge of the 
Congregation to make no further changes in the service, given in the near 
unanimous vote of July 18, 1841, measures of innovation were, from time 


to time, again brought forward by the relators, which kept the Congr. 
gation in a state of agitation and excitement.” 


Synagogue, 


Here follow illustrations of the innovations attempted, and 


the compromises necessitated ; until the Hazan, or Minister, 
preached a sermon advising the non-observance of the second 
day of the Holydays. The board of Trustees immediately 
assembled, and by a majority of 4 to 2 passed sundry stron 
resolutions of remonstrance and protest against the threatened 
‘discord and anarchy in a religious body.” The pamphlet 
contains copies of the minutes of various meetings, and of letters 
from the minister, declining to read any but the Hebrew 
prayers, and pledging himself *‘ not to propose or advise, in 
‘* future lectures, innovations of the established form of service 
‘‘as observed by us, and all other congregations of Jews 
‘* throughout the world.” These pledges, however, had been 
made so contingent, that they were voted “ not satisfactory,” 


and when the whole congregation was summoned to consider 


the subject, the views of the Trustees were approved. by a 
majority of 39 to 12. One of the Trustees having been told by 
the minister, “that he knew no stopping place to reform in this 
enlightened age,” and also doubting the sincerity of a section 


of the majority, tested it by a declaratory resolution ;—it was 
defeated by 27 to 24. 


*‘ And these defendants further shew, that this vote at last satisfied the 
religious portion of the Congregation, that they had been entrapped into a 
scheme of innovation, to which they could see no limit. ‘That looking 
back along the path which they had travelled, they discovered that their 
first error commenced with the Organ innovation, and with the measures 
into which its advocates had then led them, in order to exclude their 
brethren who had differed from them, and who had then actually foretold 
the result that has since ensued: 
House of Israel, of the same faith with themselves, under no religious disa- 
bilities, and were just as much entitled to be Yehidim as any Israelite m 
the city: That they constituted a devout and religious portion of the Jews 
in Charleston, and experience had now proved them to be true and clear 
sighted as to the proper interests of the Jewish religion. Under these 
circumstances, many of the Yehidim who had originally voted with the 
innovating party, were now well satisfied of their error, and being si2- 
cerely anxious to remedy the evil, and to support the time honoured usages 
of the Congregation; they naturally turned-tp their brethren of the House 
of Israel, who had foreseen and warned them of the danger which was 
now imminent. They now perceived that intrigue and management had 
deprived them of their place in the Synagogue, and that it was but a mere 
act of justice to restore to them their pris ileges. No valid objection could 
be made to their re-admission, and in fact the Trustees had already ad- 
mitted one of them without challenge, or objection from any one. The 
subject of readmitting the whole number had some time previously been 
brought before the Trustees.”’ 


Here follows a statement of the proceedings taken yy the 
orthodox members of the old congregation, in order to bring 
about a reunion with those who had previously seceded, (having 
been scared by the progress of innovation, ) and who then constitu: 
ting the congregation Sse Remnant of Israel. 
Twenty-four members of the old congregation, and thirty “four 
of the new, desire the reunion, professedly to restore ancient 
usages ; while thirty-nine joined in affirming the principle 
_ “That the will of the majority is the fundamental principle of all assoc 
tions in this country, political, social and religious.” 


These are the differences upon which the appeal to law is 
resorted to, by the “ Reformers” against those whom they denom!- 
nate “‘ Seceders.”” The reform party, by a series of manoeuvres 


+ 
hu 
ia 
a 


That these brethren were all of the» 


2 
id 
be 
4 
+ 
sy 


+ af 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 

| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


which their opponents declare to be “ unconstitutional,” “ un- | medal in Persian; prize in classics ; prize in Hindustani; and 


lawful,” and tending to vitiate the corporate charter, refuse to 
admit to the rignes of membership those who differ from them. 
On the other hand, a majority of the Trustees and others, by 
means which they declare to be constitutional and of full 
effect, do admit, or in some cases, re-admit the members of the 
congregation ‘* Remnant of Israel.” The reunited orthodox 
body, drawing up a solemn declaration of their principles, and 
assing a series of pacific resolutions for their future government. 
We must abstain, at present, from the expression of any 
opinions of our own on this important contest. Itis, however, 
regnant with instruction to two congregations in London; not 
the less so, that the tables are so remarkably reversed ,—inas- 
much that in Charleston, the soi disant** Reformers” have been 
the excluding body, while it is the Orthodox who have been 
called and treated as “* the Seceders.””. The solemn declaration 
last referred to, quotes verbatim some of our own expressions, 
-as applied in this journal to the London Seceders ; and equally 
conciliatory and forbearing is the spirit of the Charleston resolu- 
tions,—to use no means unsanctioned by religion and morality 
for the entertainment of their end,—and to discourage intem- 
perate remarks in reference to the controversy. . They further,— 
in rejoinder to the legal rule, calling upon them to declare by 
what right they exercise the rights and immunities of member- 
ship,—*‘ challenge full and free enquiry,”’—*‘ they neither ask 
nor desire any privilege of exclusion,” but ‘* determined, as 
they are to maintain their institutions without change or innova- 
tion, they conceive themselves bound to stand up for the faith 


and ceremonial of the congregation, as they have received them 
from their fathers.” 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

Jewish Marriages.—We observed in the report of a debate 
in the House of Lords,—on receipt of the opinion of the judges, 
adverse to the validity of certain mixed marriages in Ireland,— 
that Lord Campbell made some remark on the validity of 
Jewish and Quaker marriages, as affected thereby. We pre- 
sume, that the noble lord could only have meant mixed mar- 
rages ;—such as a Jewish marriage in which one of the parties 
is not bona fide an Israelite. Should the decision of the House 
of Lords be. in accordance with the epinion of the judges, it 
will scarcely, as we hope, be pronounced until an ea-post-fucto 
- law have been enacted to prevent the awful consequences other- 

Wise certain in Ireland. We respectfully call attention to 
the subject, by the Board of Deputies of British Jews, whose 
function it is to watch these proceedings,—though we have no 
serious apprehension that the prescriptive and legalized usages 
of their constituents, with respect to marriage, will be inju- 
riously affected thereby. 

Lhe future Chief Rabbi—We hear that the special com- 
mittee of the Great Synagogue, Duke’s Place, has convened a 
meeting of the metropolitan representatives for Monday even- 
ing next. We infer that it is desired to produce a closer 
approximation of views between the metropolitan bodies, pre- 
vious to a re-assembling of the conference: and though the 
conference having been merely adjourned, some informality 
might result from this step, it nevertheless betokens a pleasing 
reliance on the extent of concurrence induced, and therefore also, 
on the absence of any disturbing spirit of rivalry, inasmuch that 
the presence of the provincial delegates is not deemed needful 
to the dispassionate discussion of those local details which, as 
they will probably take up some time, might be judiciously 
Prepared beforehand for the re-assembled conference. 


F The East India Company has, through its Directors, mani- 
ested that liberal and enlightened spirit which, while it awards 
preverment to the highest qualifications, sees, in the honest zeal 
of a Jew to discharge the duties enjoined by his religious creed, 
y additional guarantee for the honorable and efficient dis- 
~aarge of other duties. We find that the gentleman who has 
in. eft Haileybury College (the civil service college of the 
tg Comp.) as the senior student, is Mr. B. 11. Ellis, aged 20, 
Dak S. H. Ellis, Esq., treasurer of the Great Synagogue, 
‘uke’s Place. Against his name we find* :—‘“ medal in law ; 


* In the “ Hertford Reformer” of the Ist July. 


08 for general proficiency.’ Mr. E. likewise read Lord 
3acon’s Essay of «Youth and Age,” translated by himself into 
Persian. We hear that he has taken altogether 15 prizes and 
2 medals, during the two years that he has been in the college; 
having previously matriculated with distinction in University 
College.t We should have hesitated to notice this success of 
our young co-religionist with satisfaction, had our inquiries not 
enabled us to remove some misapprehension prevailing as to 
the compatibility of such an appointment with our religious 
requirements. We are told that Mr. E. at once declined to 
attend church worship, and that the Board of Directors when 
appealed to, justified him; that on being required to review 
Paley’s Evidences of Christianity, he appended to his summary 
‘such are the deductions sought to be drawn by the author, 
but they are not the opinions of B. H. Ellis.” Other incidents 
which have reached our ears, exhibit that the young man has 
always objected to any discipline which he had been trained to 
regard as incompatible with his religious duty, and that the 
Principal and. Professors were accustomed to respect his can- 
dour, and defer to his conscientious scruples. In proof of how 
his fellow-students regarded him throughout, we record that a 
formal entertainment was given to him by them, on his leaving 
college; a mark of esteem quite unprecedented in its annals, 
We have not pushed our inquiries into past details, lest we 
might discover any antecedent neglect of due precaution in other 
essentials ; but what we have noticed is highly honorable to the 
young man, and sufficient to shew—that an intelligent Jew has 
but to preserve his self-respect, in order to command that of 
all honorable men; and that a student under similar circum- 
stances will, after this, have but to ask for all the exemptions 
necessitated by his creed, in order to procure their allowance. 
Mr. Ellis is destined for Bombay, where there are 7000 Jews ; 
and in wishing him success in an honorable career, we hope to 
find him prove throughout, that his proudest distinction 1s to 
be an Israelite; and that his best hold on the obedience of those 
committed to his charge, will be the example in respect to 
man’s highest duties which himself shall set them. 


Consistency versus Partisanship.—Among the various an- 
noyances, resulting from our unswerving adherence to the 
principles originally avowed on behalf of this periodical, is a 
recent aspersion upon us, conveyed in a letter to a third party, 
—that those principles are adverse to civil and religious liberty! 
We flatter ourselves that the readers of this paper will feel 
somewhat astonished at the charge, and look in vain for its 
warrant. Under other circumstances, we might have disre- 
garded this attack, or, at most, have pitted against it some 
equally unjust imputation upon our ‘‘ ultra-liberalism,” pro- 
ceeding from the opposing extreme; but the present charge 
originates with one high in social station, and one who might 
stand equally high in influence among his religious brethren, 
if, on a dispassionate and candid exposition of his views, they 
prove sound and just. It is, therefore, not that we are per- 
sonally chafed at this unexpected, and, as we desire to demon- 
strate, unmerited stigma; but, regarding the season as a 
favorable one, and that neither the author of the charge nor 
ourselves stand really committed to any mere party on the 
questions now at issue in the Jewish world (committed to prin- 
ciples we are), ere might accrue to Jewish interests 
if the gentleman accept this public invitation to discuss those 
questions, and our own policy as connected therewith. The invi- 
tation has already been offered in a more direct manner, accom- 
panied by an offer to publish in our columns, to any reasonable 
extent, the indictment which he shall, under his own hand, pre- 
fer against us at the bar of public opinion. 

As an illustration of how such a subject can be temperately, 
fairly, and usefully conducted, we refer to the Manchester 
Guardian of the Ist July (perhaps the most important organ 
of the provincial press), which happens by accident to lie 
before us. There it may be seen how an active and influential 
advocate of dissenting interests, as opposed to the establish- 
ment, openly and argumentatively imputes to the Editor hos- 


¢t The appointment was obtained for him by Baron Lionel Rothschild, 
as a spontaneous tribute to his scholastic attainments. 
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tility to civil and religious liberty—because of his columns | 


having discouraged what was held to be the ultra extravagance 
of Dissenters’ agitation against the recent attempt at a system 
of national education. We think that the Editor has vindicated 
his preference of a minor evil; and also proved how compatible is 
that preference with an attachment to civil and religious liberty ; 
we moreover think, that if our own opponent will meet us 
with equal candour and fairness, we shall not only establish a 
vindication, but that the discussion will still further advance 
the common cause. 

Judaism misrepresented by the Conversionists.—In reference 
to Sir Thomas Baring’s recent public statement eo No. 49.) 
—that our children are taught to ‘‘ curse and blaspheme’”’ 
Christianity,—we are favored with the printed copy of two 
letters addressed to Sir I. L. Goldsmid, in 1838, disproving a 
similar aspersion advanced in the Ilouse of Commons, by the 
late William Cobbett, then M. P. for Oldham. One of these 
letters, is from the lamented Chief Rabbi, Dr. Hirschel; the 
other is from Hyman Hurwitz, Esq., the erudite Pro- 
fessor of Hebrew in University College, London, and it is so 
conclusive in its disproof of the calumny, that we are surprised 
to find a gentleman occupying Sir Baring’s position in 
society, and in religious society too, condescending to rake up 
and retail the calumny.* 

In refutation of another misrepresentation by the Conver- 
sionists, (pointed out in No. 49), we have received a letter signed 
‘*M. Marks.” The Rev. W. 2. Freemantle, by way of showing 
how wisely and well their funds are disbursed in attacks upon 
Judaism, said—that the late Chief Rabbi Hirschel had pro- 
nounced the publication of a Hebrew version of the Anglican 
prayer book, ‘* the hardest blow yet struck!” Mr. Marks in- 
forms us, that at their ‘“‘ Barnet auxiliary mecting,” in the 
August of last year, a certain Fev. H. S. Joseph, made a 
similar statement of ‘* the Chief Rabbi.” Mr. M., doubting its 
truth, wrote to Dr. Hirschel (then living), with an extract from 
the newspaper report, and obtained a disavowal. 

Our correspondent says that ** Dr. H. and his friends treated 
it with great indifference,’”—and what wonder? Our only in- 
ducement to revert to the subject, is to illustrate how hopeless 
is considered the chance of obtaining an honest withdrawal of 


_ mis-statements published in the so called ‘* Jewish Intelligence” 


of the Conversionists. But for the evasions of that monthly 
repository of made up gossip, complainants would doubtless 
address themselves to its publishers. We gather this from the 
following passage m Mr. Mark’s letter. 


“IT do not charge the speaker with wilfully misrepresenting Dr. Hirschel, 
for the purpose of serving the Society. No, he has perhaps, like many 
hundreds of well-meaning Christians, been deceived and misled by those 
who are deeply interested in keeping up the bubble. Men will be induced 
to assert strange and improbable tales, and to act, write, and speak ex- 
travagantly, against their own conviction too, for 200, 300 and 400 pounds 
a year,—which I find by the Society’s “ cash account,’’ now before me, 
many of them are receiving, besides house rent, and eighty, or a hundred 
pounds for travelling expenses. There is a Rev. H. 8. Joseph, against 
wanae name [ find salary £212 10s., and a grant of £50, making £262 1Us. for 


Diev.—On Friday last, 16th Tamuz(14th J uly), in the 60th year of his age, 
the Rev. Isaac Almosnino, Hazan or Reader of the Sephardim synagogue, 
in Bevis Marks, for 32 years; during this period, his faithful and pious 
zeal in the discharge of his sacred functions, commanded the love and respect 
of all classes of the community. The funeral procession on Sunday last, 
was an immense cortége, attended by the various synagogue functionaries, 
and the orphan schools, besides many hundreds on foot. A solemn service 
was performed in passing through the court of his ancient synagogue, and 
also on reaching the ground. The Rev. colleague of the departed (Mr. De 
Sola), who read the prayors, was deeply affected, as were also a consider- 
able proportion of those to whom the deceased had been personally known; 


* A translation before us, of the reply by Mendelssohn to Lavater, 
excusing and justifying the Jew’s unwillingness to disparage Christianity, 
even when invited to do so, isfar more worthy to govern the opinion of 
the pious and benevolent baronet, than the rejected sneers of a Cobbett. 

By the way, this letter has been urged upon our attention by an esteemed 
correspondent, with the design to dissuade us from being dragged into 
religions coutroversy. A glance back at the earnest and consistent 
manner in which we have always deprecated such contests, should have 
satisfied his mind of our continued desire to avoid them,—by every legiti- 
mate means: meanwhile, we are only deterred from the immediate reprint 
of Mendelssohn’s letter, by the impossibility of finding room for it at 
present. 


and notwithstanding the preparation which his painful malady had given 
the blow is generally deplored as @ national calamity. His sufferings. 
which for many months had been intense, were borne as became his try) 

Jewish character; and when it pleased God to relieve him at last, he re. 


_ signed his spirit in the hope of life immortal. 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


New Zealand—Emigration.—W e regret the necessity of cur. 
tailing some portion of an interesting letter addressed to us } 
our valued correspondent, Abraham Hort, Esq. (whose depar. 
ture and its objects were noticed in No. 27), but the contin. 
uous and increasing demands upon our fortnightly sheet leaye 


us no alternative. 
Wellington, New Zealand, 2\st January, 1843, 

My dear Sir,—The communication of my safe arrival here on the 3rd 
inst. will, I flatter myself, neither be indifferently received by you, nor} 
very many others, who will derive information thereof through the medium 
of your widely circulated paper; nor will it, I think, be wholly divested of 
interest on a more general scale, especially to our brethren in those states 
of Germany where a strong desire for emigration is manifested, should a 
fair prospect of success present itself. The colonies of New Zealand, just 
dawning into civilized existence, with apparently great capabilities, only 
require capital and enterprise to be called into action; both are redundant 
in the old wurld, with scarcely a remunerating profit,—let them find their 
way hither, and an ample reward awaits them. © os 

The temperature materially varies in the different localities, but, through. 
out, the climate is moderate, and most healthy, and the country wholly 
exempted from every species of ferocious animal, and venomous reptile ; 
the natives too are an intelligent and re kindly disposed people, 
living in perfect amity with the new settlers, and already carrying on with 
them a considerable traffic in barter along the coasts; and as they are dail 
imbibing the habits of civilized life, the time may be looked forward to with 
confidence when they will materially conduce to the augmentation of the 
trade. Vegetation of all kinds is also luxuriant, reared Dut with compara- 
tively slight labour, and mostly yielding within the short space of from four 
to eight weeks: for instance,—peas thrive abundantly and are in full bear- 
ing in from four to five weeks,—turnips, double the size, and far more 
delicate than ours, in three or four; and in some parts there is but little, 
and in others no cessation of productiveness throughout the year, one crop 
constantly succeeding the other. 

To those professing our faith, who, although desirous, might be deterred 
from undertaking so long a voyage from conscientious religious scruples; 
I beg to give assurance that the whole time I was on ship board, I did not 
diverge in the slightest degree from any observance ; nor do I see the ne- 
cessity for so doing, provided a proper care be taken to supply the requisite 
store of such food as cannot be partaken of in common with others, by 
reason of our restrictive laws: and I am inclined to think, in the event of 
a more extensive Jewish emigration, the New Zealand Company would, 
on pruper application made to them by influential persons, have meat sup- 
plied from Hebrew butchers, under the supervisorship of our own emi- 
grants ; but I would recommend none to come here, unless those who are fair 
mechanics in the useful branches of trade; or those determined perseveringly 
to cultivate the soil, having some small means to aid their commencing 
efforts ; or those well supported at home, if their enterprise be commercial ; 
but any hope to gain a livelihood here by the precarious occupations too 
generally followed by the humbler grades of our people, would be alike 
hopeless and abortive. 

The young man, David Isaacs, whom I took with me in a religious ca- 
pacity, has, lam most happy to make known to you, conducted himself 
quite satisfactorily, and it affords me much gratification to enclose to you 
the copy of a testimonial to that effect, signed by the captain, officers, and 
cabin passengers of the ship Prince of Wales, which carried us out; it 
redounds both to his credit, and to that of the public institution (P18 
Jews’ Hospital) in which he was reared, his conduct having been as uD 
deviatingly good, as that of the majority of the emigrants in the ship was 
reprehensible. * * * * 

On Saturday the 7th instant ($3 AYVTD ABY), the one immediately 
succeeding my arrival, I had the delight of convoking the first Hebrew 
congregation ever assembled in these colonies, for the purpose of rendering 
thanks to Almighty God, for having graciously protected us through the 
perils of the voyage, and preserved us from the fatal malady prevalent im 


ourship. In addition to the $1933, I offered up a prayer in English, which 
I composed for the solemn occasion, as being better understood by those 


present, consisting, independently of my whole family, of nine males, who - 


appeared rejoiced at the opportunity afforded them for the performance of 
divine worship according to our own ritual. 


Neither in respect to provision have I found any difficulty; m _— 
man having already killed two oxen, a calf, three sheep, anda pot 
which the meat is excellent. Provision is, however, yet considerably 


dearer than with us, with some small exceptions; but as stock multiplies, 
the prices will gradually decline. * * . ° 


hough compelled to omit the rest of Mr. H.’s letter, We 
take steps to bring the subject generally under the considera- 
tion of those able to promote his objects, and we have reason 1 
hope for a very tifying official communication for our next 
number.—The following is the testimonial above alluded to :— 
“To his Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, Patron of the Jews’ Hos 
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ital, Mile End, for the education and apprenticeship of youth; and for 
the support of the aged poor; and to Sir Isaac Lyon Goldsmid, Bart., and 
the rest of the Directors of the New Zealand Company :—We, the under- 
signed, captain, chief-mate, doctor, and cabin passengers, of the ship Prince 
of Wales, bound to New Zealand, testify that David Isaacs, an emigrant 
steerage passenger thereby, under the protection of Mr. Hort, has con- 
ducted himself in an exemplary manner throughout the voyage, and 
‘s of that class of useful mechanics, calculated to benefit the colony and 
himself.” — — — Here follow the signatures. 


Jerusalem.—We have had the pleasure to see official letters 
from the heads of the Jewish communities in the holy city, ac- 
knowledging the great boon conferred by Sir Moses Montefiore 
in the establishment of a dispensary there. Blessings are in- 
yoked on the head of this true Jew, by whose pious efforts the 
Almighty yvouchsafes again to “‘ comfort Zion, and choose Jeru- 
salem,” “healing the broken in heart, and binding up their 
wounds.” . It is indeed a glorious privilege, to be thus regarded 
and thus prayed for on that holy spot; and may He, in whose 
hand is the health of all, put it into the hearts of many to show 
the compassion which they ask for, and to aid the establishment 
of an hospital in the land of our fathers. Indeed, the need is 
urgent. Dr. Frankel has fifty or sixty patients per diem, (many 
of them to be visited at their own houses,) and must compound 
his own prescriptions besides! ‘Though he is out at five every 
morning, and frequently is unable to go to bed at all, he is, 
nevertheless, unequal to all the demands upon him; and, as it 
is thought, can never stand a continuance of such exertions. 

All are anxiously enquiring the prospects of the Jewish hospital 
proposed for Jerusalem; nothing less can meet the emergency. 
A small one has already been prepared by the Conversionists ; 
but it is too confessedly a means to their end, to obtain the con- 
fidence of the faithful. We do hope that these details will give 
an impulse in the right direction to our European brethren. 
The following contribution, though the only one which has 
reached us since our last notice, is of a character to remind 
older and abler hands ofa sacred duty. 

Jewish livspital for Jerusalem :—Contribution from a Jewish 
Establishment for Young Ladies—£1 10s, Received by J. A. 
Franklin, 

Emigration to the Holy Land.—* By advices recently received 
from Oran,we learn thatthe English brig March ,Captain Novella, 
of this port, has been fitted out (for 950 dollars,) to convey to 
the port of Juffu 12 Jews of respectability, with their families, 
together with 150 single men, who intend fixing their residence 
in Jerusalem or its environs; some of these have sold their 
property in Oran, and all of them are in comfortable circum- 
stances. ‘Their departure should take place at the end of this 
month. It is further added, that it is intended to fit out another 
ship, in order to carry out other respectable Jews resident there 
with the same object.” —Cronica Isruelita, Gibraltar, 23rd June. 


Our Spiritual Guidance.—The American Jewish Magazine, 
(“the Occident,” No 3), after expresing much satisfaction at 
the proposals of the British communities, jointly to elect a 
Uhief Rabbi, says :— 

“We fervently hope that the choice of the Israelites of England may 
fall upon one in whom “ there is a spirit,” a man, who, whilst filling a 
Station the highest within the gift of Jews, may feel that he has duties 
to discharge which, if exercised in the spirit of humanity, may have an 
important bearing on the whole household of Jacob. For, though in 
this country we have no chief ecclesiastic authority, it may be confi- 
dently predicted that one will be instituted, as soon as our people can 

€ convinced, by the example of an enlightened ecclesiastic in England, 


that a spiritual chief is truly a blessing to a community over which he 
presides,”’ 


_St. Thomas, 7th June.—We are gratified by the manifesta- 
tions of interest in our publication, exhibited by the congrega- 
tion of St. Thomas. With our strong sense of the duty, as 
well as the expediency, of conformity on questions of synagogue 
discipline, we wish that the views propounded in our last year’s 
issue had then found currency in this island. Our valued 
Correspondent continues to give a satisfactory account of the 
school for religious instruction, already noticed in our columns. 

e learn, that a majority of the congregation decided last year 
to adopt the ritual of the Burton Street congregation ; and that 
endeavours were made to obtain from Europe a competent 
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minister for that end, These endeavours were not successful ; 


and, meanwhile, the Zev. Mr. Carillon, their former minister, 
(whose qualifications are highly spoken of,) returned to the island, 
and was re-appointed to his sacred office. This gentleman de- 
clined to accept ** the new ritual ;” which (in the words of our 
correspondent) ‘* sets the question at rest.” The established 
liturgy of the Sephardim continues in use; but there is no 
repetiion of the dmidah and Musaph, the ten commandments 
being substituted. The Aphtorah is deferred to the afternoon 
service, in order to afford time for an English sermon every 
sabbath and holyday, There is no service performed on the 
second day of holydays, because, says our correspondent :— 


‘That day has been so neglected for the last five years, that very seldom 
ten persons were to be had to make a congregation. The community is 
weil pleased with the new order of service, and the synagogue was quite 
full on the 27th ult.: the Rey. gentleman preached on the rewards and 
punishment of Israel, in accordance with the weekly portion. I fear, 
unless some improvement in the prayers be soon agreed to, that almost 
every congregation will have a different mode of service, to the regret of 
all. Really the apathy shown by our Rabbis is to be deplored, they see 
before them the necessity of attending to the wants of the age, yet they look 
on with marked indifference, and allow dissensions to arise which could 
be prevented by taeir timely interference. 

* The treatment of the Seceders was the mode best adapted to alienate 
the congregation and cause dissension ; had a different course been pursued, 
I cannot suppose that it would have gone to the length it has. 

““IT am glad, however, to find that Herem has been abolished, which I 
doubt not was a good measure at the time it was instituted, but it will not 
answer in our days; it was done away by the King of Denmark, since 
ISi4, so you will perceive that the Jews in that country were far in ad- 
vauce of our brethren in England. I sincerely wish that the hope you hold 
out of arrangements to the satisfaction of all parties may be realized, and 
Israel dwell in peace. . 

* The Conversionists must have found their error, when they expected 
the differences of our form of worship could make us swerve from our 
religion. 

‘Confirmation for boys and girls of fourteen years was ordered by the 
King of the Jews, in the mother country, (Denmark) since 1814, and has 
now been extended to our island. I antieipate the happiest results from 
this measure, as the preparatory form of Catechism, &c., will prevent, in 
my opinion, conversion. A severe penalty is attached to those who neglect 
it, they are not permitted to become citizens, hold office, marry, con- 
trol the property they may get by inheritance, follow any trade, nor are 
their oaths taken in court.” 


We hear that the morning service commences precisely at 
eight o’Clock, and that the whole congregation is assembled 


before that hour. ‘This is creditable to the community; as are 


also the confirmations, the regular sermons, and, not least, the 
schools ; but we do venture to hope, that the minister will re- 
consider the expediency of not attending synagogue on the 
second day of the festival. The evils of deviation in a matter 
of such public usage, must be too manifest to need the citation 
of proofs. /e, at least, could attend; aud if minyan be unat- 
tainable, there will have been no overt act by one, whose function 
it is to maintain the unity of Israel. We do not stop to canvass 


| the gravity of this particular point; for the organ (which is 


considered much less heterodox,) sufficed for a contest on the 
principle, in Charleston ;—and witness the result! Look also at 
the fruits of the ‘‘ reform” of a lay majority, in every com- 
munity in which it has had afew years scope!—We do aoe 
for a restoration of ** peace in Israel;” not the less so, that the 
Burton Street Seceders have repudiated in practice, so much 
that was threatened in theory ;—and, moreover, that the seces- 
sion has been confined after all to the narrow limits of Burton 
Street. It is our conviction, that there but needs a duly con- 
stituted system of spiritual guidance, in order to win the respect 
of every reasoning Jew, who can contemplate what Judaism 
had now been, if permitted, through so many ages, to be “‘ re- 
formed” by the “ enlightenment’ of ** any local and accidental 
majority for the time being!” 


The Jews and the Prussian Government.—Our readers are 
aware that Dr. Z. Frankel, Chief Rabbi at Dresden, was 
some time back elected to the same office by the Berlin con- 
gregation. ‘There is now circulating in the latter place a docu- 
ment, said to be the copy ofa letter addressed by Dr. Frankel 


.to the Prussian Minister for spiritual affairs (Eichorn): it states 


the conditions under which the Dr. would be willing to accept 
the office. This document, as giving a resumé of the present 
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position of the Prussian Jews, and an exposé of their grievances, 
is important and remarkable. The Doctor stipulates for a repu- 


diation of the design, attributed to the Prussian government, to | 


isolate or incorporate its Jewish subjects ;—he also asks for a 
recognition of the synagogue on the same footing as other 
churches, not Lutheran. On the Conversion projects of the 
government he writes :— 

**T step forth with a view which will entirely lay open my senti- 
ments to your Excellency. The synagogue in Prussia not only 
enjoys no encouragement, she is not only disregarded by the state, 
and allowed to go to decay, but efforts are made to rend away 
her members from her, and, by a destruction of the most sacred 
bonds, to draw them over to Christianity. The Conversion 
project is, in Prussia, the most extended and ramified. On this 
point also, I have a conviction from which I cannot recede; I 
perceive in these missions, a degradation of the creed to be 
adopted, and an indefensible encroachment upon the creed from 
which it is sought to apostatize. In these seductions is mirrored 
a moral torture; by their means, discontentment and injury are 
planted in the bosom of families—peace of conscience is un- 
dermined—reciprocity is not allowed—(of which, moreover, the 
synagogue would make no use, declining such conversions with 
the utmost disdain) :—the system is only practised against the 
oppressed and despised synagogue. ‘This reproach must like- 
‘wise be done away with; at least, a defence must beallowed to 
the party attacked, and I will make it the task of my life to un- 
cover this tissue of deception and seduction (for to what hands 
are the conversion affairs frequently entrusted !), to lay bare the 
arts of pie: and trickery; to exhibit, in true colours, the delu- 
sive and scandalous game played: by the missionaries and prose- 
lytes, with what ought to be held most sacred ;—and to call 
attention to the little merit of such as promote these declarations 
of war against the synagogue. Truth must vindicate its right, 
and render manifest how incompatible are these conversion 
attempts with the true essence of religion; nor shall I tire of 
warning, instructing, and encouraging my congregation, both 
from the pulpit, and by means of other lectures, both in public 
and private communications, how to beware of this conversion 
mania, so threatening to their tranquillity. For, however far I 
may be from forming devotees, however much I hate every pie- 
tistical and mystical direction in Judaism, yet am I no less im- 
pressed with a sense of what I owe to the creed represented by 
me, to its preservation, to its defence against outward encroach- 
ments ;—so that every lawful means, especially instruction in the 
full sense of the word, must be at my command. I have now 
freely laid open to your Excellency all my wishes. They have 
become conviction in me; and I shall never recede from them. 
Should your Excellency not be able to approve of them, I shall 
at least retain the conscientious sense of having, as an honest 
man, shown my whole being, and so prevented every misunder- 
standing, difficult to be reconciled ata later period. Should 
then, your Excellency grant the confirmation of my election, 
it will be to me an encouraging perception that my views 
have been approved, and that they will be regarded by govern- 
ment as my rule of conduct in the exercise of my official duties. 
I have the honor to subscribe myself with the most profound 


respect and reverence, : 
Dr. Z. Frankel, 


“Dresden, 6th February, 1843. Chief Rabbi. 


Two important objects are served by this letter. It will, in the 
first place, elicit the real sentiments of the Prussian government 
towards its Jewish subjects, and thus put a period to that un- 
certainty which, as it bewilders the mind, and does not allow 
the pursuit of any definite course, is always worse than the actual 
realization of our fears. Should the Minister even prefer to 
leave this letter altogether unanswered, such a silence would be 
truly more expressive than any lengthened document could be. 
In the second place, as Dr. F.’s letter somewhat lifts up 
the veil with which German governments cover their policy, 
we are allowed to catch a glimpse of the conduct of the Prussian, 
state towards the Jews. e see, that the Conversionists there 
have free scope,.that they even resort to the most abominable 
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‘means; that their practices are connived at in higher quarters. 
and that, although these practices are very well known, the 


Jews are not allowed to expose them! We English J ews, when 
trodden on, are at least permitted to cry out; and the attem t 
of the Conversionists to stifle our Voice has failed of its 
object. 

Oppression.—Our attention has been urgently called to a re. 


cent ukase of the Russian Emperor, which has appeared in the 
daily journals, but we are advised to postpone further allusion 


to the matter for the present.—Another serious visitation 
is the imprisonment of a large number of Jewesses in Moravia. 
for having married and borne children in contravention of ap 
Austrian law, limiting the number of Jewish marriages, We 
are unable,-in this number, to find room for more on the subject. 


Important Questions, §c,—The editor of the 4. Z. d. J. 
calls upon the Prussian congregations to petition government to 
assemble Jewish deputies from their various bodies, in order to 
discuss these questions, (already quoted ) in order to be enabled 
to give to them one uniform answer; thus avoiding the confu. 
sion necessarily resulting from the conflict of opinion, should 
each congregation send in a separate reply. 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


| M. L. M., Liverpool.—We do not expect to see the work alluded to. 

Ben Israel.—Transmit the donation through the proprietor of this paper. 

Cronica Israelita.—Received No. 7. 

Amsterdam,—Our correspondent’s letter is received with thanks. 

J. O.’s favour is acceptable ; the announcement is postponed from press 
of matter. 

Reviews.—We have received several works for our editorial notice, 
and have had one review in type for some time; we will endeavour to pull 
up arrears in some early number. 


Other Advertisements have been received either too late or not in accord. 
ance with the notice in No. 48. 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 
Sabb. 22nd July, 24th Tamuz. Portion for the week pmo» 


Friday: 28th ,, Ist of Ab, 38 WIN 
“Soul 


ONGREGATION OF THE BRIGHTON SYNAGOGUE. 


—The situation of ONY to this congregation is now vacant; persons 
desirous of becoming Candidates, must forward their testimonials to me, on or 
before Sunday, the 30th July, instant, by twelve o’Clock at noon, after which time 
no application will be received.—Salary 50 Guineas per annum. 

A, WOOLF, 
Brighton, 13, New Road, | President. 
10 July, 1843. 


XAMINATION AT THE JEWISH DAY SCHOOL, 


4, Bury Street. —The annual examination of the pupils of Mr. Lindenthal’s 
establishment, will take place on Sunday, 23rd and Sunday 30th instant, and wil last 
each day from 10 a. m. to 4 Pp. M.— Mr. L. by this advertisement, begs respectfully 
to invite the parents of the pupils, his friends, and the public at large. 


WV OOPVILLE COTTAGE ACADEMY, Tottenham, nea 


Bruce Grove.—Mrs. Solomon, in returning thanks to her friends for the 
support she has received, begs to acquaint them, that she has removed her estab- 
lishment from Holland Place, Brixton, to the above residence, where she trusts to 
meet with a continuance of those favors which she will earnestly endeavour to 
_— Communications received at Mr. Samuel Solomon’s, 23, Great Prescott 

treet. 
N.B.—A Resident French and German Governess. 


W ANTED, by the Liverpool Hebrew Educational Institu- 
tion, an experienced Teacher, to take charge of, and to instruct the pup 
in Hebrew and the Elementary branches of an English education The semen 
testimonials will be required, and the applicant must be prepared to enter 0D 
duties at an early period. Further information will be given on reference t0 ‘ 
Mr. A. Brandies, Hon. Sec., Liverpoe 
There would be no objection to a marrried man, whose wife would be compe- 
tent to take charge of the female department, in the above Institution. 


Liverpool, May 31, 1843. 


London: Printed for Mr. Franxuin, by E. Varty, 27, Camomile Street, 
Published by B. Paternoster Row; and may 
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